
Namaste!

Winter has arrived in Scotland with heavy rain washing away any 
memories of the recent and highly unusual warm spell. The awful 
weather perhaps mirrors the gloomy economic outlook which I 
am sure is on everybody’s minds. 

However, lets remain positive and while we all may have less to 
give,  I am sure you agree it’s important that we continue to do 
what we can to help those more vulnerable and in need, be it at 
home or abroad.  

I  will visit Nepal in January for the first time in three years.   
Hannah and Ben, both now Trustees, will join me.

Of course, Hannah has been many times before, but it’s Ben’s 
first trip. We are all looking forward to  meeting the children 
after so long away. 

In our absence, despite Covid, the team in Nepal have carried on 
and in the past year in particular we have made much progress. 
Since the Spring newsletter we have had two groups visit the 
projects, officially opened one school, commenced work on 
a second school and made good progress on fund raising for 
the third. In the coming weeks we will once again expand 
our preschools in Bandipur bring the total in that district to 
nineteen. 

In addition to the infrastructure, we have been very proactive 
with our critical teacher training program. Sony & Uttam, 
supported by Sarita, Aruna and Mandira, led two week-long 
residential training sessions for teachers introducing them to our 
child centred methodology and refreshing the skills of the more 
experienced. 

This has had real measurable impact on learning outcomes. 
Although we will open two new primary schools in 2023, 
our focus across the year ahead will be  upon our education 
programs be it class room fit out or teacher training. 

Our campaign to support these programs is called ‘Beyond the 
Bricks’ and I ask you to support with whatever you can.   
Every pound helps and 100% is utilized in the field.

Enjoy the news.

WINTER 2022

500 
PRESCHOOL STUDENTS

65 
CLASSROOMS

35 
PRESCHOOLS

3000
GRADE STUDENTS

500 
TRAINED TEACHERS

NOTES FROM JOHN

JOHN’S BOOK AVAILABLE ON AMAZON

The Paperback and Kindle versions 
of White Chalk are now available 
from Amazon with every page turned 
donating to the cause. 

Visit Amazon

The beautiful hardback version 
continues to be available with £10  
from every copy sold supporting  
the children in Nepal. 

Visit Website 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/WHITE-CHALK-Compassion-Mission-Educate/dp/1919603220/ref=sr_1_1?crid=675ZW46AAJF0&keywords=white+chalk+john+matthews&qid=1670511587&sprefix=white+chalk+john+matthews%2Caps%2C64&sr=8-1
https://www.johnmatthews.uk/store-1/p/white-chalk
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BURGENLAND SCHOOL 
OFFICIALLY OPENS
In early November, Mountaineer Hans Goger and his team 

of trekkers arrived at Chamunda to officially cut the ribbon 
on the new school, our 14th completed project in 13 years.

In keeping with our strategy of post build support the 

school was equipped with grade one and grade two 
creative classrooms, having already received a kindergarten 
earlier in the year. 

Well done to Hans and everyone who supported the 
school for Dhawa campaign!

We are also delighted to announce the opening of ten new  
pre-schools in Bandipur. 

This brings our pre-schools tally to 19 in the district and to  
40 in Nepal!

This achievement was made possible by the generous support  
of Rotary Wien in Austria. Teacher training is supported by  
The Funding network UK.

10 NEW KINDERGARTENS
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GROUND BROKEN ON 
NEW SCHOOL

In the spring we announced the launch of two campaigns to build 
our 15th & 16th schools, the first to build a school in Upper Ghorka 
funded by Friends of Nature Austria. the second for a school in 
Bandiour funded by Dubai College. We have moved forwards on 
both school projects.

SHREE SURYA SCHOOL

In spring Ernst Dullrigg and his team of trekkers from Naturefriends 
International, fresh from an arduous trek to Everest Base camp, 
visited Shree Surya Devi school in Yarsha and laid the foundation 
stone. Work on the new primary school should commence in the 
Spring of 2023.

JADADISHWA SCHOOL

We are delighted to announce that we have broken ground on 
Jadadishwa primary school in Bandipur. The new school will replace 
an old, dilapidated building and provide a safe and inspiring learning 
environment for 150 students.

A massive congratulations to the team at Dubai College.   
We look forward to opening the school before the next   
Monsoon and welcoming teachers’ parents and pupils to Nepal

Despite disruption caused by a year of political campaigning, 
the field team have been busy! 

Sony & Uttam, supported by Sarita, Aruna and Mandira, 
led two week long residential training sessions for 
teachers introducing new teachers to our child centered 
methodology and refreshing the skills of the more 
experienced. 

Hari introduced the schools to our new unique creative  
maths program, which by all accounts was a great success!

MORE TEACHERS 
TRAINED!
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A big thank you to everyone who supported our 2022 Turn The Page campaign. 

Your support enabled us to reach out to children misplaced during the pandemic 
enforced school closures.

If you have yet to donate this year, please support our end of year Christmas Appeal 
by donating £5 or whatever you can afford.

Your support will provide a uniform or a stationary kit for a student at the start of the 
new school year.

Thank you!

DONATE NOW

We have now launched our 2023 campaign, ‘Beyond The Bricks’

As you know we have always advocated for investment beyond the school 
build and currently support teachers and children with education programs in 
35 schools. We can only provide this critical service with your support.

This campaign is a call out to small groups of friends or a Corporate with a 
request to sponsor a named school with £1,000. This modest sponsorship 
will either provide a fully fitted pre-school or a year’s long education 
program, whichever you choose.

TURN THE PAGE
2022

CAMPAIGN NEWS

FIND OUT MORE

2023 CAMPAIGN

https://childrenofthemountain.org/donate/
https://childrenofthemountain.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/Beyond-The-Bricks-Initiative-1.pdf
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HOW WE ARE 
UNIQUE,
WHY YOU SHOULD 
SUPPORT US. 
Many organisations, in an effort to grab your 
attention and gain your support, will invest in slick 
fund raising campaigns be it via social media or TV. 

They have the budget with many spending as much 
as 30% of your donations on marketing. We do not 
have such a budget and in any case we could never 
justify such dilution of donations.

100% of every pound you donate upon reading 
this newsletter will be used for the education 
of children in Nepal be it the salary of teacher 
trainers or educational equipment We take no 
fees to use in admin or marketing.  

Many organisations will run child sponsorship 
campaigns.

However, despite the ‘unambiguous’ adverts, it 
is often the case that your sponsorship does not 
reach an individual child and is often not even used 
for education programs.

100% of every donation we receive is used for 
one purpose. Educating children. We provide full 
transparency.

If you have any questions regarding the use of your 
donation, simply ask us. You will not get a robot or 
an automated response.

The  final reason you should support us because of 
our history of measurable impact.

All too often with social programs supporting 
the poor, outcomes are ill defined, and the social 
return on the investment is rarely satisfactory

We set clearly defined measurable social and 
academic objectives.

Children attending our public schools achieve 
measurably higher literacy and numeracy rates 
than their peers and comparable results to the 
private sector.

Schools in our network have higher attendance, 
lower dropout rates and more motivated teachers.

Communities we support are engaged and 
committed to educating children and reducing 
child labour and child marriage

 

 

If you wish to contact John directly, you can reach him either by email at

 john@childrenofthemountain.org or by phone on 07956273126
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RISE IN 
ATTENDANCE 

RISE IN 
LITERACY LEVELS

RISE IN 
INCOME

FALL IN 
DROP OUT LEVELS

FALL IN 
CHILD MARRIAGES

FALL IN 
CHILD LABOUR


